Play the Odds!

A Guide for WATT Handicappers

David L. Christopher

One great benefit of the Winning at the Track online program is that it provides information
that other racing fans will never see. Horseracing involves pari-mutuel betting. The wagers go
into a pool and are then divided by those who are correct. In effect, you are betting against
other handicappers, not any casino “house odds” that are stacked against you. The potential
returns posted on the tote board reflect the opinions of others, not the probability of winning.

Here is Race 9, a 6-furlong sprint at Hawthorne Race Course in lllinois on March 13". This
contest had a 12-horse field and, of course, these WATT selections were not random in any
way. Below were the Best-4 PM Ratings for the contest with very few changes needed in the
handicap. The “plus signs” indicated that all four were “stick-outs” versus the rest of the field.
This was also obvious on the main graphic screen as well.

Best-4 Summary
Hawthorne |1 Mar 13, 2015

Pr PP Hame % HNotes Odds PM Rating

3 3 LASTTEARS 98197 92 4264+
1 1 BUSHIDO 30M[3 100 4244+
4 4 SWEEPING CHANGE 8649 121 4221+
2 2 KEEP OMN SHINING Barrs 51 4156+

Best/2Znd-Best PM Rating
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Clearly, #3 Last Tears, had a pace advantage, which was a good reason for bettors to make
him one of the favorites at post time. Also, #4 Sweeping Change showed a pace line last time
out (5% furlongs) that had him 15 lengths behind at every point in the race. Many racing fans
and other computer programs rely only on the last pace line rather than a horse’s complete
history. If this 6f distance happened to be more to his liking, he had the potential to win.

In essence, there were two possible outcomes: #3 Last Tears would be the winner and two of

the remaining three would probably create a healthy trifecta. Otherwise, he would collapse
and the other three would very likely produce an enormous payoff.

Pace Analyst: Speed / Pace Handicapping

| Retum to Race Card | Hawthome IL 6f  March 13, 2015 Next Race

Best Pole Speed $ P5 Best Late Speed 5 LS

3 LAST TEARS S8/82 9:2 @ 4 SWEEPING CHANGE GPW &F Ba19r Bavr
1 BUSHID: V33 10 40 3 LAST TEARS HAW i 98191 ao3
11 B 3 WILDCAT 89/98 10:1 B9 1 BUSHIDO HawW Bf 90/196 BOQ
2 KEEP DN SHIMING BBITE 51 B8 2 KEEP ON SHINING HaW Ef 88196 ras
4 SWEEPING CHANGE 8849 121 88 11 BSWILDCAT HAW B2 891 Tav
2nd Best Pole Speed 5 P5 Z2nd Best Late Speed § LS
1 BUSHIDO 993 101 &9 4 SWEEPING CHANGE GPW &f 837195 793
3 LAST TEARS 98/82 92 EG 10 THE GREEM COUGAR AR Ef 80135 TBS
11 B S WILDCAT g9/98 101 B 2 KEEP ON SHINING HAW im 70y 821190  TE3
4 EWEEPING CHANGE 88/49 121 B3 3 SHERIFF BART AR Ef 79195 TEBD
12 SUMMER IN MONTAMNA 87/59 121 B3 12 SUMMER [N MONTANA HAWW im 70y  B3MM8E 173

PM-Ranked Form § Form Best Sprint/Route 5 LS

3 LAST TEARS 8/82 9:2 ] 4 SWEEPING CHANGE GPW i a8/197 gavy
i BUSHID S0V93 10:1 B 3 LAST TEARS HawW &f 9851 g03
4 SWEEPING CHANGE 88/40 121 [ 1 BUSHIDO HAWW Ef 301196 B0O
2 KEEF OM SHINING 8B8/T5 5:1 &7 2 KEEP ON SHINING HAMW fif 88196 795
11 B 5 WILDCAT S/9E 10:1 B8 1 B 5 WILDCAT Haw 51 891 Te7

Last Tears was declared the key horse. If jockey Timothy Thornton could avoid a speed duel,
victory would be all but assured. The three remaining contenders were long shots: #1 Bushido
was more than 6-to-1; #2 Keep on Shining was 6-to-1, and #4 Sweeping Change was nearly
30-to-1. The bottom line: ALWAYS pay close attention to the odds being offered.

Here are two suggestions when handicapping any race with three or four WATT stick-outs such
as this:

1) Review each contender carefully to be absolutely sure it deserves its PM Rating. In this
example, all four had a legitimate chance to win.

2) Any horse with post time odds of 8-to-1 or more should always be considered as part of an
exotics wager (some WATT handicappers, including this author, prefer 6-to-1). If any horse is
an exceptional long shot (20-to-1 or more) he should be played, if only as a small win/place
wager.



The result was not totally unexpected. And the obvious $2 trifecta box ($12) was spectacular.

HAWTHODRNE - March 13, 2015 - Race 9
CLAIMING - For Thoroughbred Thres Year Oid and Upeard (MW3 L) Claiming Price: 55,000
Six Furlongs On The Dirt Track Record: (Coach Jimi Lee - 1107 27 - December 12, 2003)
Purse: 53000 )
Weather: Clear Track: Fast
Pgm Horse Name [Jockey) Wgt ME PP Start 114 hirs S Fin Odels  Commanis
4 Sweeprs Change (Emigh, Chwistagher) 121 Lb 4 9 & & 4 1™ 2770 el evanca, prevaied
2 Heep On Shining (Perez, Eduarda) 121 LW 28 ry AW gHesd R 600 iracked bitw, shitectwd
1 Bushido (Sarjur, Sanic) 2 Lk 18 gead g3 FRRE €90 rai bid tum weskened
7  Specks in the Sun {Meza, Micholas) 121 Lk TS gl 17 s g3 412 2750 bumped bk improvd
3 Laat Tears (Thomion, Timathy) 121 1 33 1! el e 51 W 340 pace, ducied, gave out
10 The Creen Cougar (Cobin, Semantha) 121 LT 10 1 pHesd gl & @ 2207 fanned Ged, evenly,
&  Last Gun in Texas (Lopez, Uried) 121 b g1z T1R gt gl g TO00 burnpsd, sid'd start
9 Cherches Mate (Morisho, Canos) 12711 5 7 al ke B B3 7340 wd bitw, ra Thiest,
1 B S Wideat (Gudid, Vieenin) e L 11 2 3 4 8" g 380 awd eary, faded
&  Sher#f Bart (Roman, Constanting) 121 Lb B 10 12 12 107 '™ g0o0 dropped out eary
% Foman Flame {Thoméon, Mana) 114 LbE 5 11 1" iphed 317 103 g an shuffied bicwide trip
12 Sumener in Montana (Cosme, Emanuel) 121 L 17 4 g' 2 12 12 3550 brief tacior Swel
Fractional Times: 2273 4635 58.88 Final Timee: 1:11.71
Pgm Horse Win  Place Show Wager Type ‘Winning Numisers Payalf
4 Swesping Change &T.40 18,50 1020 §2.00 Exactn 4.2 A50.40
2 Keep On Stening .80 480 52,00 Trfectn RN | 2,148 40
1 Bushido 580 5100 Supesfectn 4207 19,724.70

Conclusion

This short report was written primarily for existing and prospective online members to illustrate
the numerous applications of the program. Other operational details can be found in another
e-Report entitled Handicapping Tips from the WATT Wizard located on the “Tips ‘n Touts” page
of the HorseRacingUSA.com website.

The annual cost for accessing this interactive program 24/7 is $149. To become a member,
simply register on the website, call the Publisher to have your order processed, and your new
Account File Bank will then be activated immediately. Membership renewal drops to $129.
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