A Guide for WATT Handicappers
David L. Christopher
One great benefit of the Winning at the Track online program is that it provides information
that other racing fans will never see. Horseracing involves pari-mutuel betting. The wagers go
into a pool and are then divided by those who are correct. In effect, you are betting against
other handicappers, not any casino “house odds” that are stacked against you. The potential
returns posted on the tote board reflect the opinions of others, not the probability of winning.
Here is Race 9, a 6-furlong sprint at Hawthorne Race Course in Illinois on March 13th. This
contest had a 12-horse field and, of course, these WATT selections were not random in any
way. Below were the Best-4 PM Ratings for the contest with very few changes needed in the
handicap. The “plus signs” indicated that all four were “stick-outs” versus the rest of the field.
This was also obvious on the main graphic screen as well.

Clearly, #3 Last Tears, had a pace advantage, which was a good reason for bettors to make
him one of the favorites at post time. Also, #4 Sweeping Change showed a pace line last time
out (5½ furlongs) that had him 15 lengths behind at every point in the race. Many racing fans
and other computer programs rely only on the last pace line rather than a horse’s complete
history. If this 6f distance happened to be more to his liking, he had the potential to win.
In essence, there were two possible outcomes: #3 Last Tears would be the winner and two of
the remaining three would probably create a healthy trifecta. Otherwise, he would collapse
and the other three would very likely produce an enormous payoff.

Last Tears was declared the key horse. If jockey Timothy Thornton could avoid a speed duel,
victory would be all but assured. The three remaining contenders were long shots: #1 Bushido
was more than 6-to-1; #2 Keep on Shining was 6-to-1, and #4 Sweeping Change was nearly
30-to-1. The bottom line: ALWAYS pay close attention to the odds being offered.
Here are two suggestions when handicapping any race with three or four WATT stick-outs such
as this:
1) Review each contender carefully to be absolutely sure it deserves its PM Rating.
example, all four had a legitimate chance to win.

In this

2) Any horse with post time odds of 8-to-1 or more should always be considered as part of an
exotics wager (some WATT handicappers, including this author, prefer 6-to-1). If any horse is
an exceptional long shot (20-to-1 or more) he should be played, if only as a small win/place
wager.

The result was not totally unexpected. And the obvious $2 trifecta box ($12) was spectacular.

Conclusion
This short report was written primarily for existing and prospective online members to illustrate
the numerous applications of the program. Other operational details can be found in another
e-Report entitled Handicapping Tips from the WATT Wizard located on the “Tips ‘n Touts” page
of the HorseRacingUSA.com website.
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